LIFE AND WORKS OF VAZHAKUNNAM VASUDEVAN NAMBUDIRI

culture would have influenced and enhanced the national feeling in
Vazhakunnam.

K.M. Munshi rightly remarks, 'The tirtha cult is a unique
byproduct of Indian culture." He continues: "This vast movement
carrying millions every year to visit sacred tirthas has had the
greatest influence in strengthening the religious and cultural foun-
dation of India, in bringing to every man and woman the con-
sciousness of India's glorious past and in inducing a sense of
sanctity of the motherland, unity among their children and turning
their mind Godwards3910

Vazhakunnam was not merely theoretical. He understood the
need of going around the motherland. He was always strict and
sincere to his aim. His words and deeds coincided. The great
Bhagavata exponent easily won admirers in different parts of the
nation. It was due to their repeated requests that he visited these
places again and again. He was a national integrator himself and
he could convert many of his devotees and disciples accordingly.
For example, he was a spiritual guide of Anjam Madhavan
Nambudiri,11 who himself caused emotional integration through his
Bhagavatayajna and Narayananamayajna conducted at different

10. K.M. Munshi, Supplementary Preface, Immortal India of J.H.
Dave, Bharatiya Vidyabhavan, Bombay, 1970, p.x.

11. Quoted by Unnikrishnan Puthur, Tirunamacaryan Anjan
Timmeni, Mathmbhumi Printing & Pub. Comp., Calicut '88.,
p.124.
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